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contact with Greek modes of thought. It is no part of
my intention here to discuss the question as to the authorship
of the Epistles to the Colossians, Philippians, and Ephesians;
but if they really are genuine works of the Apostle Paul, it is
evident that his doctrine has in them made a great advance,
viz. from his old conception of Jesus as the Archetypal
Man with a spiritualized body created by God, to the con-
ception of him as a spiritual being begotten of God. In
Colossians (chapter i. 15) Jesus is represented as " the image
of the invisible God," " the first-born of all creation," all other
things having been created through him and by him. The
early Pauline idea of the Archetypal Man could only be
" manifested" not " incarnated," but in Philippians, (chapter
ii. 6,) Jesus Christ, it is said, being originally in the form
of God, took the form of a servant, and was made in the
likeness of man; that is to say he was a spiritual being
who became incarnate as a man.

Now from the time of the Apostles onwards this advance in
the evolution of the nature of Jesus from being a pre-existent
man to being a pre-existent God, that is to say from a Being
created by God to a Being begotten by God, nowhere
retrogresses, but excepting in the case of the Shepherd of
Hermas, who as we have seen regards Jesus as a man exalted
by God for his virtue, is everywhere steadily maintained.
Clement, for example, in his first Epistle to the Corinthians
says (chapter xvi, 2) that " Christ is the Son of God exalted
above the angels," and in chapter xxii. 1 "that he is he who spoke
in the Old Testament through the Holy Spirit." Barnabas,
too, in his Catholic Epistle says (chapter xii, 10), *c Jesus is not
the Son of man but,the Son of God made manifest in a type and
in the flesh," and (in chapter v. 5) " that Jesus is Lord of the
whole earth and is he to whom God said before the beginning
of the world. Let us make men after our own image and like-
ness." In the second Epistle to the Corinthians, too, Clement
says (chapter ix. 5) that " Christ was a spirit who took flesh and